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26th November 2018
www.hadrianacademy.co.uk
office@hadrianacademy.co.uk

Dear Parents
Over the last few weeks we have been looking at how we teach Maths at Hadrian. This is partly
because we were contacted by a Primary Education magazine who wanted to write an article
about a school that is leading the way in Maths education. We were really proud to be selected
and decided to take the opportunity to reflect and see if there is anything more we could do.
We have come up with the following ideas:
‘The golden pass’ The golden times table test has been at Hadrian for several years now, but
previously not every child would pass it. We wanted to create an incentive for all children to learn
their times tables and division facts fluently. We have improved the golden test so that there is now
a test for Years 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6. If they pass the test the children will get a ‘golden pass’. This is a

.

special keyring that will allow children
into ‘golden pass’ events. Our maths
council have helped us decide on
the events and they will include the

following – milkshake parties, extra play, own clothes for the
day, close up magic, slipper day. These events will take
place at random throughout the year. The pass allows you
into every event so the earlier in the year that the children
pass the golden test, the more events they will be able to
attend.
Ambition and resilience

Ambition and resilience

We value aspiration at Hadrian and we are always very proud of the children who push
themselves to Achieve Excellence. These children could be our natural mathematicians or
children who demonstrate resilience and determination to succeed in a subject they find difficult.

This year we have been looking for new ways to challenge our children and, as a result, we would
like to congratulate our Year 6 team who won the county wide maths competition and our
‘soupa’ maths stars who used their problem solving skills to make, evaluate and adjust their soup
recipes to create the final winning soup.
Enterprise
Finally, we are having a big push on enterprise this year. We think that it will allow every child to
put their mathematical and creative skills into a real life context. The first enterprise of the year
will be the Christmas Bazaar. This year the stalls will be spread around the school (instead of all in
the school hall). Classes and Year groups have been given more freedom to create their own
businesses. Here are some of the things that you will have to look forward to.

Yr

Teacher

Ideas

R

N. Harwood

Fir cone decorations
sweet stall

N. Webb

Salt dough Christmas trees
Lolly game

1

S. Carr

1

K. Smith

Wooden tree decorations
Nearly new school uniform stall
Reindeer food

2

J. Wood

2

L. Norris

Throw the balls at the snowman!
Biscuits
Candles in a jar

3

C. Foster

Scented and colourful Playdough

3

L. Pethybridge

4

E. Slough

Glitter Tattoos
Santa Down the Chimney Game

4

G. Hanson

Christmas treasure map
Rwanda Christmas games
Rwandan themed Christmas games and activities.

5

E. Mills

Penalty shoot out
Nail painting
Spin wheel
Origami

5

R. Sharma

Christmas decorations
Face painting
Christmas cupcakes
Pet rocks
Lucky dip

6

M. Fendick

DIY Christmas cookie mix-jar
Santa stop here signs
Melted snowmen biscuits

6

M. Graham

Decorated baubles
Christmas popcorn
Melted snowmen biscuits

Autumn Term 2018
26.11.18
3.12.18
5.12.18
6.12.18
6.12.18
7.12.18
7.12.18
10.12.18
11.12.18
12.12.18
12.12.18
13.12.18
14.12.18
14.12.18
18.12.18

Yr 5 Bletchley Park
EYFS Perform to Willow Nursery
Christmas Production
Early Years Christmas Production
Year 1 Christmas Production
KS2Choir L&D Hospital Tree Lighting
Year 2 Christmas Production
Year 3 Christmas Production
Year 4 Christmas Production
KS2 Choir Luton Airport
Year 5 Christmas Production
Year 6 Christmas Production
Whole school Christmas dinner
Christmas Bazaar
Christmas Jumper Day
AHA Event – Christmas Shop

18.12.18

AHA Event – Father Christmas Visits
Hadrian

19.12.18

PARTY MORNING – Last Day of term

Payment via ParentMail

9.30am – 10.30am
9.30am – 10.00am
Sign up through ParentMail
9.30am – 10.00am
2.30pm – 3.00pm
2.30pm – 3.00pm
This event is fully booked
9.30am- 10.30am
6.15pm – 7.15pm
Payment via ParentMail Yrs 3-6
Details to follow
All day
Children can buy a present for their
parents/grandparents, wrap it up and
write a label. More details nearer the
time.
A chance to tell Father Christmas how
good they have been and receive a
small gift. Full details to follow.
12 noon finish
No school dinner
No after school club

Christmas Productions
Year
R

Wednesday
5.12.2018

The Nativity

9.30 – 10.30am

Year
1

Thursday
6.12.2018

The Innkeepers Breakfast

9.30 – 10am

Year
2

Friday
7.12.2018

A Little Stars Story

9.30 – 10am

Year
3

Friday
7.12.2018

A Roman Christmas

2.30 - 3pm

Year
4

Monday
10.12.2018

Home for Christmas

2.30 - 3pm

Year
5

Wednesday
12.12.2018

Will Santa Get Shot Down?

9.30 – 10.30am

Year
6

Wednesday
12.12.2018

Christingle Concert

6.15 – 7.15pm

Parking at Hadrian Avenue and surrounding streets/entrances –
Please always park considerately even if running late and do not
park over our neighbour’s driveways or the grass verges. We do
not wish to upset or inconvenience our neighbours who have on
occasion been unable to access their own driveways. This affects
both the wellbeing of our local residents and the safety of our
children, walking to and from school. Also please watch your
speed in the vicinity of the school and to always be cautious of
children.
Thank you.

The Friday morning mile proved a great success and is to
continue again this school year. Can we ask all parents that
they be respectful to the privacy of our neighbours when
using the pathway during the Friday Morning Mile.

Hadrian Academy ‘online’
As well as our monthly newsletter you can also keep up to date with what is happening at
Hadrian in the following ways:-

Twitter:-

@hadrianacademy

Website:- www.hadrianacademy.co.uk
Website:- Google Calendar

Starting School in 2019?
School Admissions for September 2019 are now open.
If your child is born between 1st September 2014 and 31st August 2015 and you live in
Central Bedfordshire please go to the following link.
If you live in Luton then please click on the following link
Applications must be completed by 15th January 2019

More Accelerated Readers

Word Millionaires!
New 1,000,000 Word Millionaires
Awarded to Amaha, Jan and Ola
We are really pleased to announce three new members of the exclusive Accelerated
Readers Millionaires Club.
Congratulations to Amaha, Jan and Ola all from Shark class in year 5 who have read over a
million words since returning to school in September. Keep reading and checking your word
count after each book and you too could join the Millionaires Club! Enjoy your reading.

On Friday 9th November the whole school gathered on the playground in respect of
Armistice Day on 11 November which marked 100 years since the end of the First World
War and is a day to remember and honour those who have paid the price for our freedom.
We were very fortunate to have our own staff music ensemble followed by a solo piece by
Nasri playing the Last Post. At 11am we all observed a two minute silence.
Throughout the school all the children made various beautiful poppies and displays which
are still on show in our reception area.

Thank you for your generous donations
which raised over £680 for
Children in Need
If you haven’t watched the video of the
fund raising ‘I’m a teacher, get me out
of here’ then click on Pudsey. The
children had a great time cheering and
enjoying the fun.

AHA Events coming up
Father Christmas is Visiting Hadrian
AHA Christmas Market

I have just been informed by the North Pole’s

Friday 14th December
AHA

Christmas

3.15pm.

Market

from

2pm

to

Parents are to collect children

from their classrooms and join in the fun
activities being held throughout the school.

Elf post that Father Christmas will be popping
by on Tuesday 18th December. Further details
of this festive event will be sent out shortly by
ParentMail by the Association of Hadrian
Academy.

AHA Christmas Shop on Tuesday 18th
December. Children can buy a present for
their parents/grandparents, wrap it up and
write a label.

More details to follow

nearer the time.

Other school Christmas events:

On Friday 14th December children can wear a Christmas Jumper or T-shirt to school to feel
that festive spirit. This is the same day that we will be having our Christmas Bazaar.

On Thursday 13thth December we will be having our traditional Christmas dinner
with a vegetarian option. The cost is £2.30 per child from year 3 upwards but
will be free for Year R 1 and 2 under the Universal Free School Meal initiative.

This half term in Early Years has been very busy! We have been learning
about Diwali and Miss Akthar demonstrated Mehndi patterning and
challenged us to have a go too! What do you think?

We have also been working so hard in
maths, ordering numbers, writing number
sentences and selling dinosaurs in our
outdoor shop! We also got to see lots of
different creepy crawlies and saw
Eleanor’s snake, Steve in our Children in
Need celebrations!

The children in year 2 have been working incredibly hard on writing
their own poems about a mean toy box that arrived in the
classroom!
The children found lots of toys that had a secret message attached
to them. It said “Please help us! We are afraid of the toy box!”

The next day the toy box arrived which inspired the children to
write their own poems.
The children are very proud of their work and hope it will help
to warn the rest of the toys!

Max Harrison
Aiman Rehman

Isla Roberts

In geography in year 1 we have been learning about the 7
continents of the world. We have looked at toys children
play with, in each continent. We have made Chinese
dragon flies, we looked at a Galimoto which is a metal car
from Kenya and we compared this to one of our toy cars.
In English we created our own Tour guide of the United
States of America. This included historical landmarks and
their celebrations. If anyone is thinking about visiting the USA you are welcome to
ask for a copy !!

Our new topic for this term in year 3 is The Rotten Romans. We started of our
topic by creating beautiful mosaics.

In year 3 we are looking at the story Escape from Pompeii. We have been writing
setting descriptions and using powerful verbs to describe parts of the story.

By Finley Donoghue,
Octopus class.

By Leah-Janae McCalla,
Octopus class.

This half term, Year 4 have been learning about the different crops that are grown in the country
of Rwanda. The children were able to confidently develop their peeling, cutting and chopping
skills to make a traditional Rwandan meal.

Year 5 enjoyed exploring different materials to see which made the best thermal insulators.
They used thermometers to measure the temperature of the air in a foil, plastic and paper bag
containing ice. The children learnt lots of new, quite challenging scientific terms.

Year 6 visited Whipsnade Zoo for a recent
school trip. The trip linked to a science topic
investigating animal classification and life
cycles. The session involved lots of fun facts
and the children were able to get up close to
lots of real Animal artefacts. It was amazing to
see their problem solving skills when trying to
classify each animal type. As well as the
education session, the children were also
given time to explore the zoo and were
fortunate enough to get a good view of the
animals in their natural surroundings.
Thank you to all the parent volunteers who
were able to support on the day. The day was
a great success and an amazing learning
experience.

Cycle, Scoot or Stride on our virtual
Christmas trip to Santa in Lapland
Monday 26th November - Friday 7th December

