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24th June 2021
www.hadrianacademy.co.uk
office@hadrianacademy.co.uk

Dear Parents
It has been another busy start to the term at Hadrian, we have enjoyed being able to carry out
our traditional end of term events (with some health and safety adaptations). A huge thank you
to our brilliant Year 6 helpers who made sports week such as success! We are also preparing for
Shine and end of year celebrations that, although slightly different, will still be a chance to
celebrate our community and all it has achieved this year.
This week we have also been completing our transition Zooms…
First I wanted to say sorry, during some of the Zooms some parents were upset that classes were
being mixed. In previous schools and in previous years I have announced this in similar ways but
with the terrible year we have all been through I know that I could have communicated it so it
caused less anxiety amongst our parents. We have a really supportive community at Hadrian and
I am always upset if I disrupt that.
Although I never want to upset parents, I do know that this is the right decision for the children. I
have explained the reasons at the Zooms but I wanted to take the opportunity to briefly outline
the two main ones.


Classes are not currently balanced. When I say this it refers to a wide range of factors
including, but not limited to, academic attainment, personalities, linguistic ability and
learning behaviour. Schools will always aim for balanced classes because this is how they
ensure that every child has the best chance to achieve their potential. This is why many
schools mix the classes up each year. We try to get a balance but lockdown has meant
that gaps are increased and we need to rebalance our classes. It takes a long time, we
don’t do it for any reason other than wanting the best for the children.



After over a year of isolation we want to build children's social contacts, it really benefits
children to have a wide range of social contacts. We want to do this now because if
children's contacts have been reduced it's easy for them to become fixed in the mindset
that it's difficult to make friends or that meeting new people is a scary thing. That's not the
case! It's a brilliant and fun thing that expands your worldview, builds social confidence
and ensures that we have tolerant children who have learnt with friends from a wide
variety of backgrounds.

I have spent my time (between transition Zooms) in classes. It has given balance to my week as
the feeling amongst the children this week has been one of excitement. They have been really
excited to find who will be in their class, their new teacher and TA. The full staffing next year is set
out below, 1:1 TAs will be sent out next Monday as we will be contacting families individually and
planning transition arrangements for the children.

Staff 2021
Teacher

TA

Teacher

TA

Panda

Natalie Webb

Ellie Webber
Anne Marie
Orioye

Rhino

Ellie Crouchman

Amanda
Ballinger

Koala

Sally Carr

Nicola Green

Macaw

Nicole Baxter
Clare Murphy

Karen Meadows

Penguin

Nichola
Harwood

Sharon Carrick

Turtle

Lauren Norris/
Amie Neal

Debbie Cook

SunBear

Ragny Sharma

Sarah Norris

HoneyBee Karen Smith

Jackie Kirby

Giraffe

Gill Hanson

Michael Barker

Elephant

Hannah
Quittenton

Safiya Qureshi

Butterfly

Laura
Pethybridge

Janine Parker

Leopard

Hannah Perry

Diane Maitland

Dolphin

Elizabeth Auker

Helen Taylor

Tiger

Louise Doggett

Victoria
Edwards

One of the things that I love about Hadrian is that we are a community that supports and knows
each other. Covid has made it difficult to maintain but it's something that not every school has
and something that is worth fighting for. The more paths we can lay to build our community back
the sooner we will feel like we are back to normal. I am so excited for all the music, sport, shows,
trips and friendship that next year will bring.
Kind regards
Hannah Bennett

Summer Term 2021
2nd July

Year 6 sports afternoon 1345 - 1445

Week
Transition visits to EYFS 1530-1600
beginning 28th June
6th July

Whole school transition day. Children will get to meet their new class teacher

7th July

Year 4 Sports Day (13.45 – 14.45)

14th July

Shine Festival. We are hiring a cinema screen on the field and parents are invited
to watch this year's Shine with their children and have a picnic together (in year
group zones so we don’t burst too many bubbles). Children should come to
school at the usual time, then parents can take their children home after the show
or they are welcome to remain at school.
1030 - 1130: Children (and families) in Rhino, Koala, Penguin, Honeybee, Giraffe,
Butterfly, Wombat
1300 - 1400: Children (and families) in Panda, Macaw, Turtle, Sunbear, Elephant,
Leopard, Tiger
Children have already been invited to send in individual and small group videos,
and every year group will be filming a performance to be shown on the big screen.
We really want to do something that we can share as a community. As we will be
watching it together (in two showings to reduce crowds) we plan to include things
that children can join in with like waving flags, blowing bubbles and some school
songs.
Tickets for a family ‘pitch’ will be £5 (we are just trying to cover the cost of the
screen). You can have up to 6 people (including children) at your picnic. You can
purchase your family ‘pitch’ now via your ParentMail account.
You are welcome to attend both shows if you like for your £5. If you would rather
just come to one show but you have children in both shows and you are trying to
work out which show you would like to attend, then siblings who have been in the
first show can be picked up at 1230 and are welcome to attend the second show
but not vice versa.
More details will follow.

16th July

Reports out. Star Reader/AR target counted today

19th July

Optional parents’ evening

20th July

Star Reader Water Fun events

21st July

Word Millionaires festival
10.00 final assembly (on Zoom)
Year 6 end of year celebration 4.30 – 6pm

22nd July

½ day and colour run. Details to be confirmed depending on restrictions

If you are having a clear out of any unwanted small world toys then our Reception year would really
appreciate any donations.

Dropping off and collecting
A reminder please to all parents that it is really important to
make sure that you maintain a social distance of 2 meters whilst
dropping off or collecting your children.
 Arrive promptly at your designated time slot and school
entrance
 Maintain your 2m distance from other families
 Leave the school site as soon as you can. I know it is
lovely to see other parents but please do not gather in
groups.
 A reminder please that all adults who come on to the
school site will need to wear a facemask unless they are
medically exempt. Children attending Hadrian do not
need to wear facemasks but if you are asking an older
sibling (11 years or older) to pick up and drop off please
could they also wear a mask.
Many thanks for your co-operation.

Parking at Hadrian Avenue and surrounding streets/entrances
Please always park considerately even if running late and do not
park over our neighbours driveways or the grass verges. This affects
both the wellbeing of our local residents and the safety of our
children, walking to and from school. Also to watch your speed in
the vicinity of the school and to always be cautious of children.
We do not wish to upset or inconvenience our neighbours who
have on occasion been unable to access their own driveways and
occurred damage to their property.
A reminder that parents can also use the carpark at Ridgeway park
on Ridgeway Avenue.
Thank you.

We are very excited and proud to have fantastic LAMDA results this year. Many, many
congratulations to all the children who took exams and thanks extend to the family members
who helped them to practise. We had our own examination centre and examiner for a whole
day in March. All the LAMDA children learnt their words, wore their smartest uniforms and went in
one by one to share their poetry and prose with expression and energy. All children also
answered questions, including some tricky technical ones. Many thanks to our LAMDA teacher
Mrs Iverson who juggled lessons and formats continually through lockdown always keeping
various Covid rules.
The children worked really hard, both at school and at home, to perfect their skills. They
attended lessons both face to face, and, during lockdown, over zoom and we are really proud
of their dedication and hard work. The amazingly high results are a credit to our children aqnd
families for their hard work and dedication. Every child entered achieved either a Merit
(minimum 65%) or Distinction (minimum 80%) in grade 2,3 or 4 depending on age.
The examiner praised the children for their confidence, composure and strong memory skills,
along with lively facial play with varied vocal modulation.
She said children performed with intelligence and a marvellous sense of characterisation, and
told one, "Your voice is crisp and clear with a delightful musical quality that is very pleasing for an
audience to listen to. You show appreciation of mood and meaning."
Another child received the comment, "You are a lively and expressive performer, able to
breathe life into a text and offer an engaging interpretation for an audience. You combine
confidence, vocal energy and physical expression to full effect making you an accomplished
and entertaining performer. Excellent work."
These are amazing comments. Very well done children!
We were so proud to see their results and photo in the Dunstable Gazette on 26 th May. Please
see Hadrian Twitter on our school website to read the article.

Golden Pass Reward- Splat the Principal

Year 5 improving their tennis skills during a
p.e. lesson.

EYFS

YEAR 1

Year 2

Year 5

The Birdman visited Hadrian Academy last week and gave some very informative
presentations to the whole school. All the children were certainly impressed by the
birds on display especially the eagle, owl and peregrine falcon.

Year 5 have been exploring water resistance and Newtons Meters during science lessons.

Year 6 had a brilliant week away which
was full of exciting and adventurous
activities.

Reporting Indecent Images
Bedfordshire Police Education and Diversion Team has provided the following information:
“You may already be aware, but Childline and the Internet Watch Foundation (IWF) have made available a
brand new tool so that children and young people can report a nude image or video of themselves in order that
the IWF can take steps to remove it from the Internet. The tool has been under trial for about a year but is now
available to all as of 22 June 2021.
HERE and the Childline reporting tool, Report Remove, can be found HERE.'

Dear Ms Bennett
I am writing on behalf of the German Saturday School Milton Keynes.
We are an OFSTED-registered supplementary school that serves the German speaking community in and
around Milton Keynes, including Dunstable. We have seen great uptake of our services from pupils in
places like Milton Keynes and Leighton Buzzard. Unfortunately, our school hasn’t been able to reach the
German speaking community in Dunstable to inform them of the language provision available to them.
I am hoping that you may be able to assist us. Specifically, would you be able to make the parents/carers of
any German speaking pupils at your school aware of the language provision available to them through the
German Saturday School in Milton Keynes?
I am of course not asking for details of any pupils but would very much appreciate your assistance in
getting information to them. Attached is our brochure, which I could also supply in print. If you have any
questions, you can reach me on 07341 272 506.
I greatly appreciate your support.

Kind Regards
Isabell Kospanos
Co-Founder, German Saturday School Milton Keynes
About us:
OFSTED URN: 2529654
Website: https://www.germanacademy.co.uk/dss-miltonkeynes
Further verification may be requested through the Supplementary School team at Milton Keynes Council or
through Oakgrove Primary School in Milton Keynes, whose premises we rent.

